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How and Why Do People Accept Construction of the Nuclear
Related Facility: A Case Study of Mutsu City

Takashi NISHITATE, Miho OTA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to identify why and how the Mutsu municipal government in
Aomori prefecture allowed building a nuclear related facility at Mutsu city. Mutsu city became the
first and only local government having such a facility in Japan, accepting the proposal to build it in
2003 short after the plan exposure in 2000 by media. During these three years, how did the
municipal government evaluate having the facility and authorize its building at Mutsu? How did a
local anti-nuclear facility movement react against its building plan?

Trying to answer these questions, this paper employs what is called “the nuclear power plant
‘refusal’ hypothesis” in a previous study to determine the factors allowing the city to accept the
proposed facility. The authors argue that the opposition leader’s lost at the provincial election and
that only a few anti-nuclear members on its municipal diet are crucial factors to allow the
proponents including an incumbent leader to finalize the decision. Furthermore, this paper also
clarifies that a part of the anti-nuclear movement intended to develop a democratic decision
making process at Mutsu city, not just to oppose the construction of the facility.

Keywords: Spent nuclear fuel storage facility, Mutsu city, Aomori Prefecture, Referendum, The
Mutsu municipal assembly, Anti-nuclear movement

— 103 —



